Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PRETOR 01516 161619Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 10-14 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-02 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 
NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 ACDA-12 /088 W 

008613 161631Z/45 

O 161508Z MAR 78 ZFF-4 
FM AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 736 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LILONGWE 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 

UNCLAS PRETORIA 1516 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: SITHOLE SAYS PRESIDENT BANDA APPROVES 
INTERNAL SETTLEMENT 

1 . MARCH 16 PRESS ACCOUNTS STATE THAT REVEREND SITHOLE SAID 

IN SALISBURY THAT DR. HASTINGS BANDA HAD APPROVED THE INTERNAL 
SETTLEMENT. SITHOLE IS QUOTED AS SAYING. "DR. BANDA SAYS THE 
SETTLEMENT IS THE MOST REALISTIC THING TO DO AND HE IS VERY 
PLEASED THAT WE HAVE COME TO THIS AGREEMENT." SITHOLE ADDED 
THAT BANDA WAS AWAITING THE FORMATION OF THE INTERIM GOVERN- 
MENT AND ACTUAL RECOGNITION OF 'THE FIRST ZIMBABWEAN GOVERNMENT" 
HAD NOT YET BEEN DISCUSSED. 
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2. MEANWHILE, SMITH IS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID IN A MARCH 
15 TELEVISION BROADCAST THAT THE WAR WOULD SOON STOP. 

HE SAID "PRESENT INDICATIONS ARE THAT THE WAR WILL NOT 
CONTINUE. WE HAVE SOME STRONG EVIDENCE INDICATING THAT 
THERE IS A LARGE MASS OF BLACK RHODESIANS WHO HAVE 
ENOUGH OF THE WAR". SMITH ALSO SAID THAT IF HE RECEIVES A 
"NEGATIVE RESPONSE" FROM THE WHITE ELECTRORATE IN THE REF- 
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ERENDUM, "THAT WOULD BE A CLASSICAL OPPORTUNITY FOR ME 
TO STEP OUT OF THE SCENE." 

BOWDLER 
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